


The New Yorker, Jun 12, 2000 http://archives.newyorker.com/global/print.asp?path=/djvu/Con...

1 of 1 12/15/13 11:20 AM





ABOUT THE ARTISTS

The MANHATTAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA was founded in 1987 by
its artistic director and conductor, Richard Auldon clark. Hailed by the media
as an "extraordinary ensemble of virtuosos," and credited with providing the
"definitive versions of forgotten American masterpieces," the Manhattan
chamber orchestra has been dedicated to innovative, exciting and multi-
cultural prograrnming. The MCo has premiered and recorded the music of
such diverse composers as william Grant Still, Alec wilder, victor Herbert,
Henry Cowell, Alan Hovhaness, Otto Luening, Randall Thompson, David
Amram, and Dave Soldier. The MCo performs music of all genres with a
special emphasis on contemporary American music. In addition to touring ancl
a heavy recording schedule, the MCo is regularly heard in the New york area.
The orchestra has been featured at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Symphony
Space, Weill Recital Hall, Merkin Hall, and the United Nations. In 1995, the
orchestra received the NAIRD "lndie" award for Best classical Album for its
CD Mountains and Rivers Without End. The MCO was awarded the 1995
Lincoln center Arts Project Award and performed at Alice Tully Hall. The
Manhattan Chamber Orchestra can be heard on the Newporl Classic, KOCH
International, AVANT, VOX, and Helicon labels.

RICHARD AULDON CLARK is one of the youngest conductors ever to
appear on the stage of carnegie Hall. A fervent proponent of American music,
Mr. clark has conducted more than one hundred world premiere performances
and has 30 CD recordings in his rapidly expanding discography. He has
comrnitted the MCo to premiering and recording the music of young composers
as well as that of more established artists whose works have been overlooked or
forgoften. In addition to his conducting, Mr. clark is an active recitalist and
chamber rnusician. originally from Apalachin, NY, Mr. clark studied violin
and viola in New York ciry with Raphael Bronstein, Ariana Bronne, and Lillian
Fuchs. Mr. clark is on the faculty of Rutgers University - Mason Gross School
of the Arts and the Manhattan School of Music, where he received both his
Bachelors and Masters degrees.

CHRIS GEKKER, trumpet, is a fiequent soloist and guest artist with the
Manhattan Chamber Orchestra. He has appeared as soloist in all of New york,s
major concert halls such as Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center, as well as
throughout the United States, Europe, and Asia. He performed and toured
extensively for eighteen years as a member of the American Brass euintet, and
was principal trumpet of the Orchestra of St. Luke's. Mr. Gekker has appeared
as soloist on many recordings, including the MCO's "Indie" Award-winning
recording of music by Hovhaness, "Mountains and Rivers Without End".
Formerly on the faculties of the Juilliard School and the Manhattan School of
Music, Mr. Gekker is now Professor of Trurnpet at the University of Maryland.



Sunday, June 11, 2000 at 8:30 P.M.

MANHATTAN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Richard Auldon Clark, conductor

BENJAMTN BRrrrEN Simple Symphony
1. Boisterous Bourree
2. PlayfulPizzicato
3. Sentimental Saraband
4. Frolicsome Finale

ERrc EWAZEN Concerto for Trumpet and Strings
Chris Gekker", trumpet
l. Allegro Moderato
2. Scherzo
3. Elegia
4. Allegro Agitato

Intermission

DAVrD sNow On Clearwater Mountain
Chris Gekker, trumpet

HowARD cASS Breakfast of Champions - woRLD eREMTERE

Based on the novel by Kurt Vonnegut
Tam ar a Ts outs our is, s opr ano
Emily Wigot, mezzo-soprano
Patrick Watson, tenor
Richard Holmes, baritone & narrator
1. Armistice Day
2. And So On
3. Bill
4. Truth
5. The Purpose of Life
6. Etc.
7. Destructive Testing
8. Blue Monday
9. Free
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